
Openings & Beginnings 

 

 

 

Silence  
take some time to sit in 

silence   together - Say the 
words together as a group 

slowly - listen to each one as 
you say it! You can have the 

Guide say a line and the 
Group repeat it. 

 

 

“Be still and know that I 
am God. 

Be still and know that I am 

Be still and know 

Be still 

Be” 

 

Opening Ritual and Prayer - 
Begin by lighting the candle and inviting every to 
say, “We begin in the name of the Father, the Son 
and the Holy Spirit. 
 

  Use the Prayer                                     
 to the side!      
 

 

Share Blessings & Bruises 
with your Small Group! 

                 

Guides, pick one or all  questions to    
answer.  

 

1. Talk about a favorite Halloween   
costume… 

2. What is your favorite scary movie? 

3. What are you afraid of? 

4. What is your favorite         
candy? 

 

 

Remember “Tell me more!!!” 
 

date : October 28, 2020 

Conversations 
on                          

Purpose ... 

 

All Saints & Dia de los Muertos 



BACKGROUND 

Día de los Muertos, or Day of the Dead.   

1. It’s not the same as Halloween -  Día de los Muertos is celebrated right after, on November 2nd. Many communities that cele-
brate Día de los Muertos also celebrate Halloween. 

2. It originated in Mexico and Central America - Día de los Muertos originated in an-
cient Mesoamerica (Mexico and northern Central America) where indigenous 
groups, including Aztec, Maya and Toltec, had specific times when they commemo-
rated their loved ones who had passed away. After the arrival of the Spanish, this 
ritual of commemorating the dead was intertwined with two Spanish holidays: All 
Saints Day (Nov. 1) and All Soul’s Day (Nov. 2).  
 

3. It’s a celebration of life, not death - Ancient Mesoamericans believed that death 
was part of the journey of life. Rather than death ending life, they believed that 
new life came from death. This cycle is often associated with the cyclical nature of 
agriculture, whereby crops grow from the ground where the last crop lies buried. 
Día de los Muertos is an opportunity to remember and celebrate the lives of    
departed loved ones.  
 

4. The ofrenda is a central component - The ofrenda is often the most recognized 
symbol of Día de los Muertos. This temporary altar is a way for families to honor 
their loved ones and provide them what they need on their journey. They place 
pictures of the deceased, along with items that belonged to them and objects 
that serve as a reminder of their lives. Every ofrenda also includes the four ele-
ments: water, wind, earth and fire. Water is left in a pitcher so the spirits can 
quench their thirst. Papel picado, or traditional paper banners, represent the 
wind. Earth is represented by food, especially bread. Candles are often left in 
the form of a cross to represent the cardinal directions, so the spirits can find 
their way. 
                                                                               Continued on the back page... 

GameTime 

Charades! 
1. Split your Small Group up into pairs or 

teams! 

2. As each team takes a turn, show the team 
member who is “it” a category from the list. 

3. The “it” person must act out their assign-
ment without using any words or sounds. 

4. The team must guess the answer in an al-
lotted amount of time (you set the time) 

5. Remember, no words, sounds or spelling!!! 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/church-Christianity
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/commemorating


Reading Directions: Revelation 21:1-6 
and John 14:1-6 

1. Small Group closes eyes and listens while Guide reads the 
bible verses. On the back page! 

2. Bible verse is read a second time by a Small Group youth 

3.  Small Group circles or highlights what “sparkles” or stands 
out to them. 

4. Share what you circled or highlighted!!! And share why you 
liked it or why it caught your attention. 

 

Discussion Questions:  
1. Have you ever had someone close to you die? (Including 

pets) 

2. If you are able, talk about what it was like...who was the    
person/pet, how did it feel, what you remember… 

3. What is scary about death? 

4. What do you think happens when people die? 

5. The bible verses you read offer some insights into what   
happens after death - what do they tell you? 

6. The Lutheran church’s All Saints day is often quite somber 
and quiet, while Dia de los Muertos is festive - why do you 
think there is so much of a difference? 

7. Do you believe those who died can come back to watch over 
us and to celebrate with us even if we can’t see them? 

8. Have you ever seen the movie Coco? If so, what did you 
learn from it?  

9. Where do you think God/Jesus is  when someone dies? 

10. BONUS QUESTION: the Revelation verses say some inter-
esting things...what do you notice in these verses? 

 

PRAYER... 

    “I’m going to light a  
     candle for…”                                     



Then I saw a 
new heaven 

and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had 
passed away, and the sea was no more. 2 And I saw the holy 
city, the new Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3 And I heard a 
loud voice from the throne saying, 

“See, the home of God is among mortals. 
He will dwell with them; 
they will be his peoples, 
and God himself will be with them; 
4 he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 
Death will be no more; 
mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 
for the first things have passed away.” 

5 And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” Also he said, “Write 
this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6 Then he said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the 
Omega, the beginning and the end.  

 

 

“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in 
God, believe also in me. 2 In my Father’s house 

there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, 
would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, 
I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And you know 
the way to the place where I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are go-
ing. How can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.  

  

KEY VERSE:  “death will be no more.”    Revelation 21:4B 

continued from page 2… 

 

5. Flowers, butterflies and skulls are typically used as symbols - The cempasúchil, a type of marigold flower native to 
Mexico, is often placed on ofrendas and around graves. With their strong scent and vibrant color the petals are used to 
make a path that leads the spirits from the cemetery to their families’ homes. Monarch butterflies play a role in Día de 
los Muertos because they are believed to hold the spirits of the departed. This belief stems from the fact that the first 
monarchs arrive in Mexico for the winter each fall on Nov. 1, which coincides with Día de los Muertos. Sugar skulls, 
along with toys, are left on the altars for children who have passed. The skull is used not as morbid symbol but rather 
as a whimsical reminder of the cyclicality of life, which is why they are brightly decorated 


